
Aug. 1, 2017 

2:00 p.m. 

Newport, Oregon 

The City of Newport Airport Committee met on the above date in Conference Room A, Newport City 

Hall. In attendance: Committee members Jim Shaw, Mark Watkins, Terry Buggenhagen, Ken Brown, 

Ralph Busby and Susan Reese Painter. Also in attendance: City Council liaison Laura Swanson, Airport 

Director Lance Vanderbeck, Public Works staff Melissa Roman, City Manager Spencer Nebel and City 

Recorder Gloria Tucker. Committee Member Jeff Bertuleit was absent. 

The meeting was called to order by acting committee chair Ralph Busby at 2:15 p.m. 

MOTION was made by Buggenhagen, seconded by Painter, to approve the minutes of the July 11, 2017 

meeting. The motion carried unanimously in a voice vote.  

Discussion/Action: 

Discussion was held on the Airport Master Plan. Nebel said after a long planning process, a hybrid plan 

was made that makes the most sense for the airport. Originally, the plan sought to convert the airport to 

class C-2 but the costs were too substantial and not realistic. The hybrid plan focuses on short term 

issues and pushes the C -2 upgrades down the road. Nebel said the change allows the city to evaluate 

the trends of corporate jet traffic and still have capability for a C-2 airport later. Busby mentioned the 

master plan’s project list places the fuel farm issues and parking lot issues several years out and those 

may become problems for the airport before 25 years. Roman said those projects had to be pushed out 

further because resolving tree height issues and pipe projects take priority. Nebel said that mostly 

locally funded projects like the fuel farm and parking lot can be tackled sooner than indicated in the 

master plan. Watkins asked why local hangar development was not part of the master plan. Busby said 

the FAA doesn’t fund hangars, and the city doesn’t fund them with the low rate of return, leaving it up 

to private parties to build hangars. Nebel said if there are opportunities in the future, the city can look 

into building them and the plan shows where new hangars can be located at the airport. Roman added 

the fire training station is not in the plan because that would need to be in a Fire Department Master 

Plan first. Nebel said the fire department is hoping to eventually relocate its training facility at the old 

wastewater plant to get away from homes.  

MOTION was made by Painter, seconded by Buggenhagen, to recommend approval of the Airport 

Master Plan to the City Council. The motion carried unanimously in a voice vote.  

Discussion was held on the trees in the departure surface for Runway 34. Roman proposed the airport 

shift the departure zone to a 40-1 slope with avigation easements for the surface. She said using the 

lowest common surface for the tree height would mean the city would not have to worry about trees for 

many years. She said the city will have to have a public relations plan because a lot of trees will be 

affected. The airport will also need to have an environmental assessment. Roman added $50,000 has 

been budgeted this fiscal year for tree removal. 

Discussion was held on the AVGAS fuel truck. Vanderbeck reported that the truck is falling apart and the 

brakes stopped working. He said the fuel supplier sent out two proposals to replace the truck. One is a 

1999 truck, which is five years newer than the current truck. The proposal gives a five year lease, costing 



$1 a year. The second proposal is a brand new refuel truck with a $600 a month lease. The fuel supplier 

will pay for transport of either truck.  

Busby said in the long run it made sense to him to get rid of the fuel farm and truck and buy a large self-

serve tank. 

MOTION was made by Watkins, seconded by Painter, to recommend entering into a contract for the 

1999 fuel truck. The motion carried unanimously in a voice vote.  

Vanderbeck gave his operational report included in the Aug. 1 packet. 

Comments: Roman added the airport has the specs for the pavilion and will go out to bid soon. 

Vanderbeck said there will be a six-county search and rescue training at the airport September 29 and 

30. Watkins said signs should be put up at the airport stating no camping during the eclipse.  

Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 P.M 


