
May 16, 2013 
9:00 A.M. 

Newport, Oregon 
 
 
 
The City of Newport Public Arts Committee met at the above date and time in the City 
Manager’s Conference Room of the Newport City Hall. In attendance were Catherine 
Rickbone, Sue Valentine, Judy Mayhew, Wyma Rogers, Sally Houck, and Mary Peterson. 
Also in attendance was Mayor Sandy Roumagoux, Council Liaison; and City 
Recorder/Special Projects Director Peggy Hawker. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Rickbone called the April 18, 2013 meeting of the Public Arts Committee to order at 9:00 
A.M. 
 
CITY-WIDE PUBLIC ART INVENTORY – REVIEW FORM 
 
It was noted that Houck, Mayhew, and Rogers had agreed to work on the public art 
inventory. The Committee reviewed the revised form. Rogers suggested using the form 
and then deciding where it needed to be revised. Rogers also suggested adding a 
replacement cost. Peterson suggested adding a category regarding whether the item was 
permanent or on loan. Valentine suggested adding a category regarding whether the item 
needs maintenance or repair. Rogers suggested adding a category regarding whether a 
maintenance schedule is on file. Valentine suggested attaching an image. It was 
suggested that a CD be developed when the inventory is finished. Houck suggested 
establishing a database. Mayhew suggested including the date. Houck suggested leaving 
a space on the form for notes. Mayhew suggested listing the artist. Houck suggested 
listing the dimensions. Valentine suggested listing owner contact information and artist 
contact information. It was suggested that the inventory could begin with work at the VAC. 
 
Rickbone introduced Mayor Roumagoux. Roumagoux noted that the posters on the 
second floor of the VAC were designed by Jimmy Frankfurt, and that they should be 
included in the inventory. It was noted that the inventory should include public art 
regarding of whether it is currently on display. Rogers suggested that if a database is 
prepared, it go to the Library, OCCA, and the city website. 
 
Rickbone noted that the inventory of public art at the PAC should begin with what is 
obvious to the public. Valentine noted that there is public art at the hospital. 
 
Mayhew suggested a press release might be a method to find other public art. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the database. Rogers asked what database Ashland 
used. 
 



Hawker agreed to revise the public art inventory form. Mayhew, Rogers, and Houck 
agreed to meet and begin using the revised form. They will set a time and date after this 
meeting. 
 
Valentine suggested the year (approximate) that the piece was created and its installation 
date. She also suggested that an artist biography could be included in the file, while the 
form simply indicated that the artist’s information is attached. Rogers suggested including 
the artist’s date of birth/death. 
 
TEMPLATE FOR ENDORSEMENT OF PROPOSALS – REVIEW REVISED FORM 
 
Rickbone reported that this document is designed to be completed by individuals making 
requests of the Public Arts Committee. Peterson suggested including the estimated value 
and installation cost on the form. Roumagoux noted that the form looks standard and that 
artists are being trained to expect to provide this information. Roumagoux suggested 
including a budget for the cost of the piece, installation, and maintenance. Valentine 
suggested including a requirement for a mock-up, photographs, sketch, and/or examples 
of similar past work. Rickbone noted that after the artist completes the information, the 
Committee could make a recommendation to the City Council if appropriate. Roumagoux 
noted that the Public Arts Committee endorsement could be added to the 
recommendation to the City Council. 
 
Roumagoux noted that the Public Arts Committee could make aesthetic judgment and 
provide feedback that would be beneficial to the artist/proposer. She noted that process 
matters. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the request for endorsement of a tsunami educational 
piece. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the role of the committee, and Rogers summarized by 
noting that the Committee is “Ambassadors for Art.” 
 
PERCENT FOR THE ARTS PROGRAM 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the Percent for the Arts Program in Newport. It was noted 
that the program applies only to public buildings – not buildings constructed by private 
entities. 
 
Mayhew noted that staff was going to try to obtain a piece of kinetic art for Coast Park but 
it proved to be too expensive. 
 
A copy of the “Percent for Art Program” form developed by the city’s Community 
Development Department was distributed and discussed. 
 
It was noted that a piece of art could be placed into the roundabout in South Beach. 
 



Rickbone noted that benches created by an artist could be placed in Coast Park. Mayhew 
will check on whether the benches could be designed pro bono. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the form created by the Community Development 
Department. Rogers noted that she appreciates what the staff did. Rickbone noted that it 
encourages private participation in the Percent for the Arts Program. It was suggested 
that an addition to the form could read, “would you be willing to add 1% of the value of art 
to your building in lieu of a financial contribution.” 
 
Rickbone reported that private art in Ashland buildings comes through the Public Art 
Committee. 
 
It was agreed to continue with the private business form developed by the staff, and 
develop a public form for use with public buildings. 
 
Rickbone noted that she did not see a line item in the budget for revenues and 
expenditures associated with the Percent for the Arts Program. Hawker agreed to ask 
David Marshall, the city’s Finance Director. 
 
Rogers asked whether a response could be drafted to Carla Perry’s letter. It was agreed 
that the staff would draft a letter and copy Roumagoux. It was further agreed to forward 
Perry’s e-mail to the Committee. 
 
It was asked that staff draft a press release regarding the ability of private parties to donate 
to the public arts fund. 
 
ART PROCUREMENT 
 
Rickbone reported that OCCA has been approached by a spokesperson for an artist about 
a donation of monies, from the estate of Mark Sponenburgh, for the purchase of a piece 
of art. The art is a sculpture by Mary Lewis, entitled “Mother and Child.” It was proposed 
years ago; has been on the backburner; and is now in discussion again. A discussion 
ensued regarding potential locations, and associated needs such as construction of a 
base, etc. Rickbone noted that the Public Arts Committee may be making a 
recommendation to the City Council so that the sculpture could be placed on public 
property. 
 
It was noted that there needs to be a place in the city budget to hold the funds donated by 
the Sponenburgh estate. 
 
Roumagoux noted that Roger Hall, art historian at Willamette University reported that 
Sponenburgh donated so many pieces that the Hallie Ford Museum exists because of 
him. 
 
ESTABLISH NEXT AGENDA 
 
It was agreed that the following items be placed on the next agenda: 



Concept of “Free” – Discussion 
Sculpture Donation 
Inventory Update 
Request to Committee Form – Revised 
Percent for the Arts Form – Public Version 
Development of List of Steps and Deadline for Proposed Pool Public Art 
 
ESTABLISH NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on June 20, 2013. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Having no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:45 A.M. 
 


