
City of Newport
Draft Planning Commission Regular Session Minutes

May 12, 2025

LOCATION: CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, NEWPORT CITY HALL 169 SW COAST HIGHWAY NEWPORT1
Time Start: 7:00 P.M. Time End: 7:58 P.M.

ATTENDANCE LOG/ROLLCALL
COMMISSIONER/ADVISORY MEMBER STAFF

Chair Bill Bran igan (by video)

_____

Commissioner Bob Berman

Commissioner Jim 1-lanselman

Commissioner Gary East

Commissioner Braulio Escobar

Commissioner John Updike (by video)

Commissioner Robert Bare

ACTIONS
REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

a. Roll Call None.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES -

a. Meeting minutes of Work Session i Motion by Bare, seconded by East, to approve the work
Meeting on April 28, 2025. session meeting minutes of April 28, 2025 as written.

MOTION carried unanimously with Branigan, Berman,
Hanselman, Escobar, East, Updike, and Bare all voting in

b. Meeting minutes of Regular Session favor.

Meeting on April 28, 2025. Motion by Bare, seconded by East, to approve the regular
session meeting minutes of April 28, 2025 as written.
MOTION carried unanimously with Branigan, Berman,
Hanselman, Escobar, East, Updike, and Bare all voting in
favor.

CITIZEN/PUBLIC COMMENT None.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

File No. 1-CUP-25: Conditional Use of the
Foursquare Church as a Private Junior &
Senior High School.

a. PUBLIC HEARING OPEN 7:14 p.m.

b. STAFF REPORT - DERRICK TOKOS J Mr. Tokos reviewed the staff report.
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Derrick Tokos, Community Development Director

Sherri Marineau, Community Development Dept.

PUBLIC
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The Commission asked questions concerning the
marijuana dispensary business located near the site;
safety requirements by the Building Official; traffic
concerns through the property; and if a gate would be
added at the 14th Street exit.

c. PUBLIC COMMENT Applicants, Katie Townsend with the South Christian
School, and Luke Frechette with the South Beach Church
shared their thoughts on the application. They explained
how they had a meeting with neighbors to let them know
the school wanted to be a good neighbor. Townsend
outlined how they were working to meet the conditions
included in the staff report.

The Commission asked questions concerning teacher’s
credentials; concerns about the public utilizing the parking
lot to cut across to the adjacent street; the schools plans to
temporarily operate at the site for one to two years; bus
transportation; signs for the school zone; noise levels
generated by the school; and how the school wouldn’t be
offering food service for their students.

d. PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 7:46 p.m.

e. COMMISSION DECISION East thought it was a good idea and would bring
improvements to the location. Hanselman thought it was a
fine concept. He had concerns that the school might affect
the dispensary’s license, but was willing to support the
school.

Escobar was uncomfortable with the thought that this
decision might affect the dispensary’s license, but he
wasn’t opposed to the request. Bare appreciated what
they were trying to do and thought they met the criteria.

Berman thought they met the criteria. He had concerns
about the traffic and gate, but was in favor of approving.
East wanted to see the school provide a traffic diagram to
the parents.

Branigan had no issues and didn’t think the traffic issues
were a concern. He thought they met the criteria and
mentioned how South Beach Church had been a good
community member. Updike echoed the concerns about
the traffic and liked the idea of providing a traffic diagram
to parents.

Motion was made by Branigan, seconded by Bare, to
approve File 1-CUP-25 with conditions. MOTION carried
unanimously with Branigan, Berman, Hanselman,
Escobar, East, Updike, and Bare all voting in favor.

DIRECTORS COMMENTS

____ ___ __________
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1 Tokos reported that the second hearing for SB974 would
be held on May 19th. Testimony from Mayor Kaplan and
Councilor Hickman would be included at the hearing.

Submitted by:

Sherri Marineau, Executive Assistant
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